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FAIR
Fix feet two of stately growth the drillsor twenty years had failed to knock quiteail the loose-iimbe- d llsornene3s of hismountaineering youth. There were many

J"an? m the corps who had fought inAfghanistan and In Egypt, but for per-sonal prowess in the field the record of
J s stern-vis- a ped warrior out-distonc- ed

ir.osf. of all his comrades. Was it not
Jl J1. in the chronicles of the regimenturn his strong right arm had saved the I

colors at Mai wand? And was not the rib- -
K?n. tJVe ' c- - on nis breast In token j

he had snatched Colonel MacLeod.sorely wounded, from among the Arab i

S?.1?. cf J:i Ttl? Frazer and Dalzell. '

-

s.irtenlng visibly as he approached his offl- -cers. could not help thinking that but for !

the colonoi'tj titim.tiAn t-- .. ;

Two Great Stores Crowded Into. One.
Everything doubled up. Goods hanging from walls and ceilings, aisles narrowed and every inch of
space taken. We bought FRANK'S STOCK, away below value, from the Indiana Trust Companyassignee,
and will sell sarao at GO per cent on tho dollar. And this is just what wo mean. Wo do just as wo adver-
tise. The secret of our success:

We buy in Quantities and Quantities make the Prices.
1

We have no opposition in the State
and most stvlisli gooas lnado in our
will go in this great sale.

when it comes to making prices. We
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PARLOR FURNITURE
Frank had more Parlor Furniture left than in

any other department Do not fail to see these goods.
They aro made from the choicest and most select ma-

terial in the market. We shall sell them at tho prico
of cheaper grades.

THE PIECE DEPT.
We have tho largest line of odd Parlor pieces in

the State to select from. Don't fail to get our prices
on these goods. They include somo handsome

fi Rockers, Divans, small Chairs,

CARPETS
Will go in this great salo also. Read tho following
list of prices. Come and seo for yourself.

13 pieces all-Wo- ol Carpet at 49c
50 pieces all-Wo- ol Carpet at COc

G pieces Tapestry Brussels Carpet at 40c
4 pieces Velvet Brussels Carpet at 75c

A largo lot of remuauts of Brussels and Ingrain Car-
pets, from 10 to 20 yards in a piece. You inako the
prico on them.

STRAW MA.TTI3STG
Our Spring Matting just arrived. 300 beautiful

patterns to select from in iointless cotton warp. Wo
carry every pattern and color made. Don't fail to seo
our 8c, 10c and 15c Matting. All our Matting
goes in this sale at the reduced prices.

A large quantity of remnants, fiom 5' yards to
30 yards, at your price.

LACE 'OUBTAINS
Just received 5.000 pairs which we purchased at 23 o on

the dollar, and we wish to put a pair in every house in the
city. Don't fnil to Bee our Luce Curtains and tret our
prices. 500 different patterns to select from. See our
50c, 75c, $1 and $2 Curtains, worth three times themony. Conin and h convinced by judging for yourself.

75 pairs of Irish Point at $3.25, worth S.
We have more Lace Curtains than we conld dispose

of in a ynr. bnt thef prices will unload them in a short
time! CURTAIN POLES-- At 8c trimmed; 2 for 15c.

SHADES.
7-fo- ot PLAIN SHADES. ... 05c
7-fo- ot DADO SHADES, ... 23C
7-fo- ot FRINGE SHADES, - - - 40c

We carry tho Inrgest line of Shades in the State all
sizes and colors. We are headquarters for Shades.

RTJOS.
A full line, all sizes, in Body Brussels, Smyrna, Mo-qnettes-

and

Wilton Rug. 200 patterns to make your se-
lections from. See our SI Mnquetto Rugs.

See our 30-in- ch Moquette Rues for 50c.
PORTIERE CURTAINS.

250 samples, in all shades and colors, from 82 up to $25.

Reception Chairs, Conversation and Library Chairs,

BEDBOOM SUITS
We are sole agents for the Connersvillo Bedroom

Suits. This is an elegant line to make your selection

Corner Chairs,

You should see
buying. Two hun- -

BEDS

smells and refuse should not be a danger
and an annoyance to the soldiers. At thi
time In the evening the Portuguese cooks
had long since gone to their homes In tlu
bazaar, and in the ordinary course the cook
houses would have been locked up and let.
to themselves till it was time Xo prepare th?
men's breakfasts In the morning.

To-nig- ht, however. It appeared that the
bobaji khana belonging to G Company was
to be in request for a rendezvous. The gong
at the quarter guard had Just struck 8,

when two men came round the corner of the
block and entered the cook house. Dalzell
had found the sergeant quite willing to allcw
him to witness hid interview with the astrol-
oger, and even eager to adopt a course
which he evidently regarded as certain to
obtain another convert to the mystic .art.
For Ferguson placed more reliance thaa
ever on his preceptor Rajab. soeinc that the
scrutlnv of the ammunition and of the reg-
isters had failed to yield further informa-
tion than that four ball cartridges were
missing from the company chest, but that
every man had properly accounted for each
round served out to him.

The color sergeant ushered his officer Into
the cookhouse and pointed cut how he could
see and hear everything that passed by
stationing himself at an unglazed window
&t tilt? t)clCrC

"The chief has eyes like searchlights, sir,"
he said as he prepared to go outside; "sae
ye must e'en keep yoursel' In the shadow.
Mayhap he would refuse to display his
quality if so be as he thocht he was oer-lookit-."

"How did you first pick this chap up,
Ferguson ?" asked Dalzell, settling himself
in his hiding place.

The Sergeant paused on the threshhold.
and for a moment seemed puzzled to find
an answer. "It was he that picked me- - up.
sir, I suppose when I come to think of It,"
he replied at last. "I was walking in the
bazaar a month back and he came up and
said in Hindustani he should be pleased to
read me the voice of the stars. They a ken
In barracks that I am partial to speerln
after spirits and sic things. Mayhap he
had heard it frae some of the lads. But
whisht! here he comes."

Feguson stepped Into the open, shutting
the 'door behind him. and Dalzell crouched
by the window to watch for the upshot of
events. He had not long to wait. Half a
minute later the color sergeant came into
view, conversing In Hindustani with a tall,
lithe native, whose white garments and
carefully arranged turban proclaimed him
to bo of better substance than the usual
run of mendicant jugglers. As they came
into line with the window Ferguson halted
and suggested that there, under cover of the
cookhouse, they would be free from obse-
rvationa proposition to which Rajab, after
a hasty glance around, gave his assent.
The moonlight fell full on his face, and
Dalzell, peering from his lair not six feet
away, thought he had never seen such won-
derful eyes lefore. There was nothing
shifty or snakelike about them; they were
calm and steadfast enough, but they glowed
like two balls of liquid fire.

"And what does the Sergeant sahib order
his slave to show him to-night- ?" began
Hajab, when they had finished their greet-
ings. "The moon is In the ninth house,
and tho period is very favorable for seeing
visions.

"Show me the countenance of the man I
most desire to see," replied Ferguson,
shaking in the vernacular with which his
ten year3 Indian service had familiarized
him.

Taking a phial from the folds of his gar-
ment, Rajab poured the inky contents into
the sergeant's outstreched palm, bidding
him at the same time fix his eyes on his
own. Dalzell, watching closely, noticed a
strange dreamy look spread over Fergu-
son's face, while his eyes began to wear a
dazed, scared expression.

"The beggar Is hypnotizing him!" thought
the lieutenant to himself. "I wonder if
But no; It cannot be."

Hl3 train of ideas was interrupted by the
voice of the astrologer addressing the ser-
geant in tones of low but peremptory com-
mand. "There is a Colonel's parade to-

morrow," began Itajab. "You will pro-vld- cj

yourself with two rounds of ball cart-
ridge from the company chest. In the
course of the drill you will aim at Macleod
sahib's heart, taking care that vou are
unobserved. If the first bullet fails its mark
you will use the second. And you will dis-
miss from your mind all knowledge of whatyou are doing and whence you received
these Instructions. Except that you willcarry out these behests, you will be in allrespects an innocent man. You are to be-
lieve that the ball cartridges which you
fire at the Colonel sahib are blank, both
before and after the deed. Will you do my
bidding?"

DalzelJ, listening horror struck, heardFerguson's voice make answer In far-o- ff

sounding tones: "I will do your bidding."
"Now look Into your hand," said Rajab.
The color sergeant obeyed.
"What do you behold?"
"I behold. my own face."
"That will serve as well as another," pro-

ceeded the Juggler, removing his gaze for
the first time. "You can return to thelower world."

Slowly and heavily Ferguson blinked hisway back to sense and self-contr- ol again.
When the juggler had given his victim time
for recovery he asked in hl3 original servilo
tones. "And was a vision vouchsafed to thosergeant sahib?"

"No," was the reply, "at least not the one
I sought. I beheld but my own face re-
flected in my hand. You have failed to-
night. Rajab."

"Something you heard while you werelooking at the fluid may have distractedyou," suggested the native.
"It couldn't have been that," replied thosergeant. "Why. I only gazed for a mo-

ment and you did not speak the while.""'Tls well," said Rajab. "The failure 15
not of man but of the stars, and theirpoor servant is not responsible. Perchanceon the next occasion they will be mors
propitious. And now, fare you well, for itis getting late and I have other work to
do." And with a deferential salaam to the
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FOLDING
We are sole agents for the Goshen Combination

Folding Beds, the lightest and easiest operating Com-

bination Folding Bed made.

We shall be pleased to show how very easily this
Bed is operated, whether you wish to buy or not. Wo
are anxious to show tho advantage and convenience of
this Combination Bed over other beds. Ask to see
our $20 Folding Bed.

WALL PAPER
Our Wall Paper will go in this great sale. Don't fail to see this beautiful line and get our prices. All new
and latest designs. Wall Paper from 3c per roll up.
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THE BALL CARTRIDGE.
. CHAPTER. I.

The Napier parade ground at Karachi lay
tfeserted under the clawing rays of the
jnorr.irir sun; but a crescendo blare of
tumu!tuoj3 music, which came from behind
the echeloned barrack b!ock multiplied
Into something very like discord by the
echoes from the creat buildings, gave notice
Of speedy occupation. As the band round-
el the farthest Mock, the echoes ceased,
an 1 the full melody of "The Campbells are
Cemin' " rang out clear and crisp, while
her Majesty's Res-Imert- w

'Of the Line better known as the
Queen's Own Hamilton Highlanders" 'le-f.I- el

.'n fours on the parade jjrounl elsht
hundred strong. The battalion was return-
ing from practicing a new skirmishing drill
with blank cartridge on the sandy scrub
at the rear of the barracks. When the last
files tvere well clear of the barracks, the
Color.el turned his horse aside from the
bead of the regiment; quarter column was
smartly formed on the leading company,
and the word was given to halt and stand
at ease. At a sign from the chief the offi-
cers fell out and groupeu themselves around
Mm; the men were called to attention, and
the parade was dismissed, in a moment
the orderly formation was dissolved into
a swarming mass of hungry soldiers hurry-
ing to their respective barrack rooms in-
tent on breakfast.

But the Colonel still sat motionless on his
horse In the center of the parade ground,
surrounded by his officers. This was the
time at which. If anything had gone wrong
with the drill, he would Improve the oc-
casion and administer a soldierly lecture to
the delinquent; but to-d- ay all the latest
Joined subalterns had clear consciences
the drill had been performed without a
blunder, and there seemed to be no reason
why the customary "Good morning, gentle-
men" should not be spoken at once. There
was no cloud on the Colonel's hard-feature- d

but kindly face; he appeared only thought-
ful, ar.d as tl.cupU hi rrert n&.iuig. As a
matter of 'act. that is Just wh it he was do-In- ?.

As soon as the last laggard of the
rank and file had passed beyond tha pos-
sibility of hearing, he looked down, on theupturned faces around him and sail veryquietly: "Gentlemen, I know you will beperry to hear what I have to tell you.
Twice this morning in the course of thepractice 1 was shot at with bill cartridge."Discipline prevailed and no one spoke, butthe little group unconsciously press-i- near-
er, and the combination of suppressed emo-
tion yielded a sound like a 1 rmg-draw- n sigh.
The Colonel, keenly in touch with thoseconfronting him, evidently felt, and was
moved by. the anpn,' horror his announce-
ment had called forth; he stooped down
and patted his charger's neck before pro-
ceeding: "It is not the first time. On Tues-
day I thought I heard a bullet pas3 close
to me. but not being positively certain, I
decided, for the credit of the regiment, to
pay nothing. To-da- y there was no room for
doubt. One ball just cleared my left shoul-
der, within a couple of inches of my ear;
the other, as you see, made Its mark. Bothphots were fired In quick succession when
I was on the rough ground at the rear of
the hospital." He held up his bridle arm,
and plainly visible to every one was a bul-
let hole through the sleeve cuff.

The sight was too much for the senior
major comrade and trusty friend of the
Colonel's since they fought side by side as
boy ensigns at Alma. Throwing parade-groun-d

etiquette to the winds, he blurtedout; "Good heavens, Macleod. you're not
hit. are you?" while an excited murmur of
surmise and suggestion began to be audibleamong the others.

The Colonel held up his hand again for
silence this time. "1 did not detain you.
gentlemen," he said, "to discuss the matter
here, but merely to inform you of what hashappened, so that company officers may en-
deavor to put their finger on the man who
tired at me. At the same time, you are to
take it as a positive order not to let a sus-
picion of this leak out. Tell no one but the
color sergeants, and Impress it on them thatthey are only taken into confidence In or-
der to assist your inquiries. If I find thatso much as a rumor gets about among themen or outside, I'll break even' color ser-
geant in the regiment. For the honor of thecorps we must discover the delinquent with-
out any fuss, and that being so, directly
you have a clew you will report to me be-
fore making an arrest. In the meanwhile
this is not to be referred to at mess or any-
where in public. I think that is all, gentle-
men. I thank you for your sympathy and

1 3ou good morning."
Colonel Macleod turned his horse towards

the officers' lines and rode off slowly, ac-
companied by the two majors and the adju-
tant. The unmounted officers strolled after
In twos and threes in the same direction,
and it was a relief to them to hear thechief, now that the stiffness of "duty" eti-
quette was relaxed, explaining to his com-
panions that he was quite unhurt. For Col.
Macleod was adored by officers and men
alike. Stern and unbending enough on duty
and in the field, in private he was the guide,
counselor and friend of every one. To all
ranks the Colonel's person and the honor
of the Hamilton Highlanders were the two
most sacred things on earth.

And now both these cherished possessions
had been threatened with startling sudden-
ness by the foul deed of the morning. Small
wonder was it that those to whose aston-
ished ears the secret had been intrusted
should be agitated and anxious as they
sought their quarters. The chief point in
the minds of all was the utter absence of
motive; for "crime," in the military sense,
waa almoet nonexlstlng in the happy and
contented ranks of the regiment, and pun-
ishment, with its consequent heart burn-
ings, was therefore a rarity. The Colonel
had not even had occasion to confine a man
to barracks for nearly a year.

"It is the act of a madman; one of the
men must have gone suddenly mad," said
Stuart Dalzell, the only subaltern of G
Company present with the battalion, as he
paced by the side of Alec Frazer, his cap-
tain.

"That is the only explanation I can see
which would not Involve disgrace," replied
the other, thoughtfully.

"la there not the alternative of accident?"
asked Dalzell. "It is not unknown In otherregiments for ball cartridges to get mixed
.with blank ammunition.''

"That must be left out of the question in
this case" said Frazer. "The fact of the
Colonel having been narrowly missed on
Tuesday, and again twice to-da- y, bars sucha supposition. If there had been any mis-
take in the ammunition the odds are a
hundred to one that some one else besides
the chief would have heard or felt the bul-
lets. There is some influence at work more
dangerous than error, I fear; and if I am
right In my judgment it concerns you and

. me rather more closely than the other fel-
lows. Here we are at my bungalow. Como
in. Dalzell, and I will tell you what I
mean."

Captain Frazer led the way on to the
veranda, where several Bombay chairs were
set out ready for guests, after the hospita-
ble fashion of the East. Motioning his
companion to be seated, before joining him
he called his Hindu servant and told him
to run over to the barracks and tell Ser-
geant Ferguson to come to the bungalow
as soon as he had finished breakfast. Then
he sat down by hi3 friend and subaltern
and put into words a suspicion which was
already half formed in the minds of both.

"I see by your face that you have guessed
the drift of my hint. Dalzell." he began.
"The scoundrel or lunatic who is at the
tottom of this outrage belongs to G Com-
pany as sure as you and I sit here. On us
two and on Ferguson for he must help us
lies the onus of saving dear old Macleod
from the danger that threatens him. The
worst of it Is that our success In that di-
rection, which we must move heaven and
earth to attain, will most likely mean ever-
lasting ignomy to the regiment, and to our
own company In particular."

"You arrive at this conclusion from the
position of G company at tha time the shots
were fired that is to say, when the colonel
was among the bowlders at the back of the
hospital T' said Dalzell.

"Quite so," replied Frazer. "As you
doubtless remember, our company was at
rifcht angles to the bowlders some five hun-
dred yards away and was firing hard dur-
ing the few minutes the colonel pulled up
there. It is true other companies in our
half battalion were firing also, but thy
were extended much further out on the
Plain and a shot from them would not
have pierced MacLeod's curf laterally In anu hole like that. Had the ball come
from either extremity of the line the sleeve
would have been ripped lengthwise."

The lieutenant made no reply for a few
rnoments. He sat abstractedly staring at
th sandy plain, ami tht-- he sail: "All
that you suggest is terribly true, Frazer.
and yet somehow it seems incomprehensi-
ble. All the men In our company are such
good fellows; even the last batch of re-

cruits are as nice a lot of lads as ever
joined us. Before pa nub? this morning I
would have trusted my life to any one of
them, and I'm not at all sure that I would
not do so still. Is it not just on th cards

-- hat there may be some native deviltry at
the bottom of this?"

"That is a link too far fetched. I am
Ifraid," returned Frazer. "The country ail
round Is as fiat as a billiard table, and we
Used every available inch ot cover our- -

vJVA, han,1"ng of him. it would go hardI . xthe mlscreant who had tried to undoume rcscne.
irTe c.olo sergeant halted with a salutenl the Ilmbay chairs, and stoodRaiting. Captain Frazer knew his man toowell to beat about the bush and try tobreak the news to him gently. The so-ldiery qualities of the veteran required sol-
dierly treatment, and his officer was awarethat whether he got it first or last, theshock would be the same, and its effectequally well concealed."Ferguson." said Frazer. "the Colonelwas shot at this morning on parade withball cartridge, you understand and fromthe position he occupied at the time. I am
inclined to think the bullets came from Gcompany. Can you suggest any clew whichmay help to trace the scoundrl or madmanwho fired them?"

The angry glare in the sergeant's eyes
and a quiver of the nostrils were the onlysign he give, except that there was a scarcepcrseptible tremor In his voice as he madeanswer: "It must have been an accident,
sir; there's nae lad in G company ay, nor
in a' the regiment would willingly put hisnana to sic a dastardly deed.

Frazer hastened to inform Ferguson ofthe previous attempt on the preceding
Tuesday, which had put the idea of acci-
dent beyond the bounds of reasonable con-
jecture.

"It's nae matter," said the color sergeant.
"Sic an accident as that wad be waur thana crime. I'm glad to ken that it Is neither,
by your honor's showing. Some puir body
among the lads has been stricken daft, and
done this thing; but I canna say who be-
fore to-morr- night."

Both the offirers started in surprise. "You
suspect some one, then?" exclaimed Dal-
zell. "You have noticed a strangeness In
the manner of one of the men, and wish to
verify your suspicions?"

"In that case, sergeant," added Frazer,
"it i3 your duty to confide your suspicions
to us. This is a serious affair, in which we
have the Colonel's positive orders rot to act
definitely without Informing him. It Is my
belkf that If he can see his way to pre-
venting a repetition of the attempt he will
move heaven and earth to hush the whole
thing up."

"I wadna tak' upon mysel to act In the
matter except under orders, sir," replied
the color sergeant, "the mlr especially as
I hae nae malr suspicion than a bairn. It
is just that suspicion I'm after getting,
and by your honor's leave I'll get it to-

morrow night."
"How do you mean to get to work?"

asked the Captain.
"I ken nae guld it will do tellin ye, sir.

Peein that I'll e'en tak the risk o't mysel';
ye maun let me hae my ain way, and no
speak ae word," replied Ferguson.

Now, the color sergeant was a privileged
old soldier, and might on ordinary occasions
have presumed a good deal more than he
was in the habit of doing; but under the
circumstances his answer was a little more
than the captain of his company could
stand.

"Nonsense. Ferguson." said the latter
shamly. "You will either inform me at
onceWhat tseps you mean to take, or take
no steps at all. That is an order, mind;
and please remember that th.? Colonel's life
may depend upon your decision. There will
be another blank-firin- g parade day after

w, and he 13 not the man to ab-
sent himself because of what happened to-

day."
The .color sergeant was still standing at

attention, and his fingers clawed convul-
sively at the seams of his trowsers as he
listened to the alternatives thus plaimy
placed before him; but he chose the one
Frazer had exacted, prefacing his explan-
ation with, "Ye may ca me a fule, sir,
but I ken better than that." And then he
told how he had scraped acquaintance with
one Itajab All. a native of Surat, who had
recently established himself In the Sudder
Bazaar, ostensibly as an astrologer, but
who, to justify the sergeant's evident be-
lief In him, must have been a past master
of the black art as well. According to
Ferguson, Itajab All had the means, either
by cards or by the dlvlning-ro- d, of unveil-
ing what was hidden In the past, the pres-
ent or the future. He, the sergeant, had
been privileged to test the astrologer's mar-
velous powers, and he had but little doubt
but that the latter would be able to cope
wdth the mystery which was puzzling them.
He was to meet Hajab by appointment at
the rear of the barracks on the following
night, when he was to be favored with a
further demonstration, and he would lake
the opportunity of getting this matter
cleared up at once for all.

Frazer smiled Incredulously, and then his
face was clouded with a shade of disap-
pointment. He had been pinning his faith
to the practical assistance of his shrewd
old subordinate, and now the latter had
nothing to offer but a ratuer out-of-da- te

sample of Highland superstition. What
was worse, the captain was half inclined to
think that Hajab All and his divining rod
were only being exploited as a substitute
for more sensible methods of detection, be-
cause Ferguson obstinately refused to be-
lieve in the possible guilt of any member
of his company.

"Come, Ferguson," said Frazer, "this is
no time for tomfoolery of that kind. Be-
sides, you forget the Colonel's orders not
to blab the affair to anyone. You will best
show your zeal by going back to barracks
and checking the amount of ball cartridge
in your charge. By comparing the result
with the musketry sergeant's register of
every shot fired, on the ranges it may be
possible to trace the cartridges that were
used. There must be at least three short
somewhere. At any rate, that will be a
more sensible way of going to work than
questioning a native impostor, whose first
task will be to bandy a garbled account of
the case about the bazaars."

I dinna mean heckling the body or con-fld- ln

anything to him, sir," replied Fergu-
son ruefully. "I should only ask him to
show me what I most desire to see same as
he showed me my auld mither's face In a
pool of Ink in his hand a while agone. May-
hap this time I should behold the daftie
who did this de'il's wark. I will make a
return, of receipts from magazine and am-
munition in stock and bring them with, the
musketry registers, sir," added the Sergeant
quickly, noting the growing impatience on
his officer's face.

"Let me have them by noon," said Fra-
zer, shortly; and Ferguson, seeing that the
interview was at an end, saluted and, re-
tired with knitted brows. The Captain and
Lieutenant watched him striding away
across the parade ground, and it was not
till he had passed far beyond hearing that
Dalzell broke silence.

"I suppose yon were right," he said, "to
put a damper on hl9 ardor in that direc-
tion; but, do you know, I have got a sort
of feeling I won't go to the length of call-
ing it a presentiment that perhaps this fel-
low Rejab might, after all, put us on the
right scent."

Frazer. stared at his subaltern in aston-
ishment "You don't mean to tell me, Stu-
art, that you believe in magic and such,
like?" he exclaimed.

"No," said the other, "I do not; and yet
the motive not the reason which sets me
hankering after this Suratl astrologer's ac-
quaintance is pretty nearly the same, I ex-
pect, as that which makes the Sergeant so
keen on consulting him. I mean that Fer-
guson has absolute faith in the lads of G
Company, and will catch at any straw
rather than try of his own initiative to
fasten suspicion on any one of them. That
is precisely my case. I suggested just now
that nativ mischief might somehow be at
the bottom of the attempt on Macleod. I
do not believe in Hajab All's magic; but I
know that if he is as cunning and omnis-
cient as the majority of the rascals of his
profession, it is just on the cards that he
may hold the key of th? situation. The
mere fact, too. of finding a native of that
class on a friendly footing in the barracks
seems to me, under the circumstances, to
be worthy of investigation."

"What do you propose, then?" asked
Frazer.

"With your leave," replied Dalzell, "I
should like to be with Ferguson at the in-

terview which it is very plain our obstinate
old friend means having with Itajab to-

morrow night. If I can work it so as to be
myself unseen by the native, so much the
better, and at any rate my presence would
be a guarantee that the Colonel's wish for
secrecy was respected."

"Have it your own way." said Frazer.
"I think you will waste your time, but I
cannot see any harm In the idea. And now
we had better tub. and go and get some
breakfast at mess."

CHAPTER II.
The five great stone barrack blocks stood

out gaunt and clear In the silver beams of
an Indian full moon. In front, on the parade-groun- d

side, there was bustle and life in
plenty; for, though the sun had set two
hours ago, It was not yet late, and the can-tet- n

and recreation rooms were still open.
But In the rear, where the sandy wilderness
stretched right up to the barrack walls, all
was deserted and silent save for the cries of
the jacals In the distant scrug waiting for
the "lights-out- " bugle to encourage them for
their nightly rrowl round the cook houses.
These necessary offices consisted ct small de-

tached buildings placed behind, and some
little way from the main blocks, so that the

are sole agents for tho best, finest
arearrivmcr dailv and evervthmtr
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gether they sought the Colonel, who at
once decided that Ferguson must never
know his share in the dead man's misdeeds.
Colonel Macleod went on the sick list and
was absent from parade next day, while
the finding of the dead body of a native
in the cantonment road was matter of very
little moment to any one except to the
color sergeant of G company, who to this
day deplores the untimely end of the seer,
who would, sooner or later, tie fe!s sure,
have shown him the "daftie who fired at
the Colonel."

Headon Hill, In Chambers's Journal.

WHAT TO WEAR.
There Is an unusually large stock this

season of black dress fabrics in all wool
from which to select a mourning outfit.

Silk petticoats for evening wear are ex-
tremely ornate. They are be frilled and be-floun- ced

to such an extent that they could
easily be worn outside Instead of beneath a
dress skirt.

Very pretty vine-embroider- brier-stitche- d,

or tuck and insertion, all-ov- er

fabrics in lawn, Fr?nch muslin, and Indian
llren are shown this season, designed for
yokes, waists and borderings for summer
dx esses.

While many of the spring modes are
stylish and picturesque, the designers of
many others appear to nave gone out of
their way even to fashion those which are
absolutely disfiguring. In the matter of
shoulder capes, not a few of the new mod-
els are preposterous.

Besides the leagues of fancy lace of every
imaginable design, and of every width from
one inch to one yard, in cream, ecru, white,
black and butter color, are more novel gar-
nitures of frilled tulle hung with sparkling
spangles and sequins. These will be alike
popular for bodice trimming and decora-
tions in millinery.

Tcarose evening waists of silk gauze or
chiffon, with fine jet trimmings, are worn
with black watered silk skirts. Pink ind
sea green taffetas are brightened with deli-cot- e

gold vines running through the stripes;
and in Paris pink corded silk is ussd for
bridesmaids' toilets, with black velvet rib-
bon trimmings, and large black velvet hats.

Designers seem to possess but two ideas
in regard to bonnets, the French headdress
consisting of a snatch of lace, a roll of
satin, and a nodding aigrette, a Marie
Stuart shape becoming only the few, or the
tiny capote, that looks only large enough
to cover a child's head, leaving the face
and head of a woman of any size at all
completely "out of doors."

If the run upon ribbons of every color,
kind and width is phenomenal, so likewise
is the demand for moire black moire more
particularly. Moire is watered in many
novel patterns. The water mark remains,
but it is supplemented with dots, lozonge
figures, shadow figures, floral effects, ribbed
stripes and similar designs. These certain-
ly lend novelty to the material, but to
many minds this is novelty devoid of charm.

She Guessed It.
Toledo Blade.

"Women are a great deal smarter than
men. anyway," said Mrs. Penn Knife
lllade.

"How do you make that out?" asked her
husband.

"IJecause," she replied, taking the cry-
ing baby which her husband was awk-
wardly holding first on one knee and then
on the other, and placing it comfortably
on her lap, "because she is always a lap
ahead of him."

a
K

. m XVMi ILIiiillm
FrieedL

Is a scientifically DreDaredm every ingredient of

BUSINESS DIRECTORY
DYE-HOUSE- S.

"BRILL'S STEAM DYE WORKsT
30 Mas, ave. ami 95 North Illinois street. Coats,

rants and Vests cleaned, dyed and repaired. Dress
Suits pressed In two hours. Goods called for and
delivered.

SAFE DEPOSITS.
SAFE-DEPOS- IT VAULT

Absolute safety against Fir anl Burglar. Flneu
and only Vault ot tho kin I in tho SUto. Pollcoiuaa
daj and night on guard, Designed for the
kerpin? ot Money. Bonds, Wills. Doedj, Abstracts
Silver Plate, Jewels and valuable Trun&s 'id?44
ages, eta.

S. A. Fletcher & Co. Safe-Depos- IL

John S. Tarkington, Manager.

CHHIOPOplST.

Dr. 33. J. MORG-JS- r
Removes Corns.
Bunions, Warts
and Ingrowing
Nails, without

U'ain or Draw
lug Blood.

Inferences: Albert Oall. Dr. Tlenry Jameson, Got.
Matthews, Dr. iluk, Tom Taggart, Louis Keibold.

Cordova Bloclc. Itoomn Q3 rind 24.
25 West Washington Street

SEALS AND STE.NCILS.

J.MAXEIL
STENCILS,STAMPSi

mnrre rurrveti1 I

ftiiu-us- o. uajitniuuvn JuuKouwfLoot.

AKTIST.

W. C. PERKINS, ARTIST,
ROOM CO, PLAZA BUILDING.

Office Hours 9 to 11 a. ra.. 2 to 3 p. m.
Instruction given to a limited number of pupils In

Free-han- d Drawing. Composition and Landscape
Painting In OIL Scientific methods used.

OPTICIANS.

GROUND

TO

LAAffig
OPTICIAN- -- Cw

Sunday Journal, by mail, $2 a Year

O

hitherto unknown, and WILL
It
to

iKiXSVj

sergeant he turned and gilded away toward
the native city.

Ferguson waited till he had gone someway and then Joined Dalzell at the door ofthe cookhouse. The two walked towards
the barracks together. The lieutenant didnot speak; he was thinking with all hismight.

"A failure to-nig- ht, sir," remarked thesergeant, after waiting vainly for his su-
perior's comment. "My ain face, too. Hadhe Just been pokln fun at me he could na
weel hae jok it malr reasonably."

They had reached the point where Dal-zel- l's

way would lead to the mess. "Getback to your quarters," he said rapidly.
"You must not be missed. I am sorry our
errand has been fruitless, but 1 did notexpect much from It. Good night," and inhis hurry to rid himself of the man hewished to spare he almost pushed the otheraway. Ferguson disappeared into the bar-
rack, wondering at his officer's haste toreturn to mess.

The moment he was out of sight Dalzellchanged his course, and. running back be-
hind the barracks, started in pursuit ofthe vile WTetch whose scheme he meant,
to frustrate. His mind was made up. Hemust overtake Rajab at all hazards, andcompel him to come before the Colonel,
whose first feeling, he felt sure, would tesympathy for the innocent instrument.How to punish the criminal without lettingFerguson know how nearly he had slainhis beloved chief was a nut for Macleod to
crack; but Dalzell knew he would move
heaven and earth to manage it, for to aman of the color sergeant's temperament a
revelation of his unconscious act wouldmean madness or suicide.

The young officer came up with the, flit-
ting white figure Just beyond the Jail, where
the road begins and the desert gives away
gradually to the habitations of half-cast- e
camp-followe- rs. The man saw that he was
pursued, and quickened his pace, but Dal-zll- 's

long legs gave the ((uarry no chance.
Two minutes after P.ajab knew that hewas followed the Lieutenant's grip was on
his shoulder. "Come back with, me, Rajab,"
said Dalzell quietly; "you are wanted at
the Colonel's bungalow."

The Suratl was panting violently, but he
appeared In no way disconcerted, and tried
hard to fix his captor with those fatal eyes.
Dalzell. knowing his danger, kept his own
averted; he thought It advisable, too, to
show the revolver he had brought with
him. Hajab bowed meekly and obeyed, but
for half a second, unseen of the other, his
hand was plunged into the bosom of his
white robe.

For some distance they walked in si-
lence, and It was not till they were near-in-g

the cantonments that Dalzell decided
to put two questions to his prisoner. "Your
only chance of life Is to speak the truth,"
he said, "for your wickedness Is known.
What have you against our Colonel thatyou have don this thing?'

Rajab cacghr hi 4 foot in a stone and
staggered as he made reply, and his voice
sounded weak and thin. "The Colonel Sa-
hib was president of the court-marti- al

which sentenced my brother, Ghoiam Bux.
of the Thirl Bombay Cavalry, to penal
servitude," he said. "1 have sworn to
avenge him, and I use my gift that Is all."

"And what," pursued Dalzell. "will be
the effect on the sergeant of your treat-
ment of him? Now that he will be pre-
vented from doing your scoundrelly work
to-morr- will he always remain under the
spell and make further attempts on other
occasions?"

Hajab made no answer, and Dalzell,
looking down at him, saw that he was
shivering as if ague struck. "Nearly dead
with funk." thought the young officer, and
repeated the question.

"The spell only refers to re-
plied Hajab very slowly. "You need have
no fear. Allah has willed It that the
Co!onel sahib should live, and that I, Ra-
jab. the son of Hyder the juggler, should
die." And even as he spoke he fell a
heap of crumpled white linen on the sandy
road. Dalzell, stooping over him. causht
a whiff of the deadly churrus the concen-
trated and strongly poisonous form of In-
dian hemp or hashish and knew that his

had solved the difficulty he hadFirisoner The question of punishment
would not arise, for Rajab All, self-slai- n,

had gone to his own place.
Hal an hour later Dalzell related his

evenings experience to Frazer, and to

liniment.
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"'s. j murut ruusiy incunei nauvr,
did such a one exist, could not have passed
unnoticed. But here comes Ferguson; let
us hear whether he can help us."

VThe color sergeant of G company was a
--nd-id specimen of the highland soldier

'gr';at black bearded man. from wbr


